43 Things to do This Summer
July 16-August 27 (One Thing / day)

Information Outlook,  Feb, 2006  by Stephen Abram
43 Things is a cool site. It's ideal for tracking and working on your personal progress to learn new things. I like to think of it as tracking play. Remember your goals for the day as a child? Build a fort. Make an ashtray out of the batch of clay you found by the creek? Climb the cliff in the park. Every time you do something on your daily goals list you learned something and felt a sense of accomplishment. You grew.
http://www.43things.com 

The basic concept of 43 Things is that "people have known for years that making a list of goals is the best way to achieve them. Why is that? Getting your goals in writing can help you clarify what you really want to do. You might find you have some important and some frivolous goals. That is OK.”
Not every item needs to be earth shattering. Learning is incremental and you can grow a little bit at a time and suddenly realize you're competent in something new. It's a way of engaging in life itself. The goal is to let you make your list, edit it, get inspired and share your progress. As you achieve a goal you've listed you can click on the "I've done this" button and share a story about how you did it.

This appears to be ready-made for those of us learners who like to engage in self-discovery and tracking our progress. I want you to go to 43 Things, register and list what you want to accomplish this year. You can make it private or share it with others. Here are a few suggestions of simple things to try:

1. Take a digital picture with a camera and/or phone and download it to your PC. (You may need a cord.)
2. Register at Blogger and start a blog. Post every once in a while and add a photo. (Blog Creator)








https://www.blogger.com/start 

3. Register at Bloglines and aggregate your blog and RSS subscriptions into one reader. Check out what other blogs align with your interests. (Blog Search)


http://www.bloglines.com 

4. Look at Facebook and see the next generation of social networking. Here is an example. 









http://www.facebook.com  

5. Set up a Flickr account and post a few of digital photos online. Tag and annotate them.  (Photo Share)








http://www.flickr.com
6. Look at LibraryElf and see the potential for personal library tools.  LibraryElf (Library Book Tracker)








http://www.libraryelf.com 

7. Go to Zoho and learn to quit contributing to Bill Gate’s warchest.    
http://zoho.com 
8. Register at MSN Photo Album and build an album to share with friends, family, or colleagues.  (Personal Photo Album)



http://communities.msn.com/content/features/photoalbum.asp
9. Check out Myspace and see how this service is used and why it is scary. http://www.myspace.com
10. Have some fun with the links on the Generator Blog.  (Image? Generator – If You Need Improving – It Is Really a Generator)





http://generatorblog.blogspot.com
11. Download Firefox and compare it to Explorer and Opera. (Alternative Web Browser – It’s Cool)








http://www.mozilla.com/firefox
12. Research bookmarklets and try a few (See it)


http://www.bookmarklets.com/ 

13. Revisit Yahoo! and remind yourself why it is visited more than Google. http://yahoo.com 
14. Learn about iFILM and viral video.



http://www.ifilm.com
15. Get a Technorati account and start searching the future.  (Almost Whatever You Can Think Of)








http://technorati.com
16. Make a map of all the countries or states you've been to at World 66. 








http://www.world66.com/myworld66/visitedCountries
17. Experiment with some sound and picture search engines like Podscope.
(Audio/Video Search!!!)








http://www.podscope.com
18. Try some new Web search engines like Exalead, Gravee, Clusty, Mooter, Kartoo, etc., or others you can find at Search Engine Watch's list.
http://clusty.com 


http://www.exalead.com/search 
http://www.gravee.com  http://www.kartoo.com 

http://www.mooter.com
19. Learn more about visual display tools like Grokker.

http://www.grokker.com
20. Check out Google Base and see what the fuss is all about. 
http://base.google.com/ 

21. Register with NetFlix and rent a movie. Learn how to deal with streaming media.  (Personalized Video)








http://www.netflix.com/Default
22. Get a Del.icio.us account and play with social bookmarking. (Social Bookmarking)









http://del.icio.us 

23. Go to Blinkx and learn about searching TV shows, video and podcasts.     http://www2.blinkx.com 
24. Try MovieFlix too. There are plenty of free movies here to learn to do this.
(Free Movie Downloads)








http://www.movieflix.com
25. Set up a Google Picasa account. Post a picture and then edit it. http://picasa.google.com/index.html
26. Download an MP3 file to your PC, laptop or phone. Try iTunes, FrostWire or Kazaa,. Look for something that's not music too.  FrostWire (Entertainment Downloads—Pre San Quentin)
http://www.frostwire.com/ 
http://www.apple.com/itunes
27. Listen to an educational podcast at EPNWEB (http://epnweb.org/). Use the KW website to setup your own podcasting system. An IPod would make this really easy. Read the article at http://podcasting.arendale.org on how you can use podcasting in the classroom.   
28. Find your home and the place you grew up by downloading Google Earth. http://maps.google.com  
29. Review the things you can do on our school website. 


http://kw.k12.mn.us 
30. Change your ring tone so you don't jump when everyone else's default ring goes off.

31. Visit the Google Labs site.
(Google Technology)


http://labs.google.com  
  

32. Set up a personalized Google or My Yahoo! Page
(Personal Web Page)
http://www.google.com/ig
33. Play with JibJab.





http://www.jibjab.com/Home.aspx
34. Play with Wikipedia. Edit an entry, feel the network. (Collaborative Encyclopedia) 








http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

35. Play with Copernic and extend your searching. (Intelligent Search)









http://www.copernic.com/en/products/agent/index.html 

36. Play an online multiplayer game.



http://www.heavygames.com/ 

37. Take an e-learning course from Click University. 











http://sla.learn.com/learncenter.asp?id=178409&page=1  
38. Find an old classmate through Wink. (Must Have for Reunions)

http://www.wink.com 

39. Set up a Family Web Site at Ning.      (I set this up when I had to miss my niece’s wedding for my daughter’s graduation two months ago.)




http://walsh.ning.com

40. Set up a classroom website at Moodle. You’ll be hooked. 

http://moodle.com
41. Buy a cheap webcam and get free Video Conferencing through Skype. 
http://skype.com 
42. Become a Member of the World’s Largest Book Club.

http://www.librarything.com  

43. Choose any of the above or below and add your own goals. Include some fun things. 
Many of you will have already tried a number of the above. They're easy and mostly free. By trying some you may find a serious business use for it too. Many of these sites represent some pretty basic Web and technology skills that will be necessary to survive the next few years. Even if they don't help you at work, they're great party talk, too. It's your entry into the new world of next-generation coworkers.

43 Things: What do you want to do with your life? (What We’re Doing!)  
Stephen's Lighthouse Blog (Innovation Watch—Social Studies)
http://stephenslighthouse.sirsi.com
.

.

.

Web 2.0 Backpack: Web Apps for Students by Josh Catone
What is Web 2.0 (http://www.oreillynet.com/pub/a/oreilly/tim/news/2005/09/30/what-is-web-20.html )

I went to a school that utilized a Virtual Learning Environment called WebCT (since absorbed by the 
Blackboard
 company), and it really wasn't very fun to use. Note taking meant writing on paper, study groups meant face-to-face meetings, and if you were struggling through Shakespeare, your best bet was to turn to the library, not the Internet. When I was in college most of the tools in this round up didn't exist. Well, okay, it was a just a few years ago, but just in this decade, and especially in the last few years, a handful of tools to make school life easier have appeared. What follows is the set of web tools I would put in my backpack were I headed back to school tomorrow.

Office Replacements

There's no software package I used more in college (or today, for that matter) than Microsoft Office. But who wants to plunk down $150 on office software? You're in college, after all, and I'm sure you can think of better uses for your cash. 5 years ago the alternative was Sun's 
OpenOffice.org
 suite, Corel's 
Wordperfect
 (still not free), or a handful of even less developed offline tools. But now there are a large number of impressive web apps that can handle your academic needs. The cream of the crop are below.

· Google Docs & Spreadsheets - One of the more developed online office tools, Google only offers a word processor and spreadsheet, though there have long been rumors of a presentation tool (and recent acquisitions by the company would suggest that they are likely true).

· 
Zoho Office Suite
 - Zoho is one of the most complete online office suites, offering more tools than you'll even find in Microsoft Office's student and teacher version.

· 
gOFFICE
 - No frills gOFFICE has a very familiar look and feel.

· 
ThinkFree
 - ThinkFree can replace Word, Excel, and Powerpoint with its suite of online apps, and they offer downloadable versions of their software as well.

· 
EditGrid
 - EditGrid only does spreadsheets, but does them very well.
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Notetaking

More and more students are bringing laptops to class. Owning a laptop is a requirement for all first-year undergraduates at the University of Denver, for example. The proliferation of portable computers means that note taking doesn't have to happen with a pad and pen. The following web apps will help you take and organize your notes.

· 
NoteMesh

· 
ShortText

· 
Yahoo! Notepad

· 
YourDraft

· 
Stickies

· 
NoteTango

· 
JotCloud

· 
NoteCentric

Mind Mapping

Now you have your notes, you need to put them together. The following mind mapping/flow charting tools will help you get your thoughts in order so you can go from raw notes to polished dissertation.

· 
Thinkature

· 
MindMeister
v 

· 
Gliffy

· 
Kayuda

· 
Bubbl.us

· 
Mindomo

· 
Flowchart.com

· 
Comapping

· 
Mind42

Studying

So you've got your notes, and you have them all mapped out and organized, but you still need to fill in some blanks. There are a number of online study aids that exist to help you find the answers you need.

· 
Yahoo! Answers
 - When searching the web fails, someone on Yahoo! Answers may be able to show you were to find the information you're after.

· 
AnswerU
 - AnswerU is like Yahoo! Answers for college, sadly not the most academic of sites, but you could certainly try your luck.

· 
SparkNotes
 - SparkNotes are (mostly) free, online CliffsNotes for a large number of books. They also do test prep, mathematics, science and a number of other subjects. Of course they can't really substitute for actually reading a book, but they can help you if you're having trouble figuring out Emily Bronte. (And it turns out that many 
CliffsNotes
 are now online for free as well!)

· 
Google News
 - Google News, especially with their new 
archive search
, can be an invaluable research tool if you're researching a recent historical or current event.

· 
College-Cram.com
 - Free online study guides for science, math, language, and business topics.

· 
Tutorlinker.com
 - When all else fails, hire a tutor.
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Bookmarking

With all that online studying you need a way to keep track of what you've read. Online bookmarking tools are a great way to do just that.

· 
del.icio.us
 - There are a large number of social bookmarking apps, but del.icio.us is king among them. If you don't like it, try 
Furl
, 
Ma.gnolia
, or 
Blinklist
.

· 
Clipmarks
 - Save just a selection of a site. Don't like Clipmarks? Try 
Web-Chops
 (and read our reviews of both sites).

· 
Wizlite
 - Highlight text in online documents the way you would in a text book. Don't like Wizlite? Try 
i-Lighter
.

Collaboration --  
Why study alone when you can get help from a friend? There is power in numbers.

· 
Stikipad
 - A collaborative wiki service that you can use to keep track of group notes on a project.

· 
Backpack
 - All your notes, lists, and ideas in one shared space.

Calendars

Juggling your class schedule, extra cirricular activities, study time, and social life can be a challenge. The calendar apps below might help.

· 
30 Boxes

· 
CalendarHub

· 
HipCal

· Spongecell
Calculations -- 
What college arsenal would be complete with out a calculator?

· 
Calcoolate

· 
Calcr

· 
E-Trutor Graphing Calculator

· 
CalcResult
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Other Tools

· 
EasyBib
 - A tool to take the pain out creating a bibliography.

· 
OttoBib
 - Enter the ISBN of a book, and automatically have your bibliography entry created in MLA, APA, Chicago, BibTeX, or Wikipedia style.

· 
Zotero
 - A Firefox extension that lets you "collect, manage, and cite your research sources" from within your web browser.

· 
Google
 - Google really is the killer research app. You can do simple math, currency conversion, get answers to questions (like "what's the population of albania?" -- it's 3.6 million), search the text of books, look at satellite maps of the place your studying, and of course, search the web. Just check out 
all the stuff it does
. (And 
all the stuff it might do
 in the future.)

Conclusion

While I don't think there's really a substitute for face-to-face learning, the online classroom continues to evolve in amazing ways. Students today have a host of web apps at their finger tips that can truly facilitate a better learning environment. The Power of Social Networking…At Work…Look at the Feedback
# 1
Just a note - I think one of the best calculators on the web is 
instacalc
. It's like a calculator/worksheet in one. Great tool.

# 2
SparkNotes is great, but only has 500 titles - also check out 
BookRags

# 3
You left off Google Notebook; which when used *as* a notebook, is actually pretty versatile. It's nice to be able to divy up notes into digestible chunks and organize by lecture. Docs & Spreadsheets is also as much a collaborative app as an office one - it's killer for those damn group projects.

# 4
Need Flashcards? 

http://www.proprofs.com/flashcards/

Want to create a quiz?


http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/

# 5
Great list. One of my professors used Protonotes (http://www.protonotes.com ) for all his class lectures. Basically he was able to share his notes in context of webpages that were about the stuff he lectured that day.

# 6
I myself collect details of information mapping and info management tools. These are all browser-based applications that do mind mapping, concept mapping, diagramming or make outlines, and I'd like to add to your list:
Outliners___________________________
http://sproutliner.com   Basic on-line outliner that lets you share outlines
http://thinkfold.com  Collaborative on-line outlining application

Information mapping_________________
http://bubble-mind.com  Collaborative mind mapping
http://glinkr.net   Concept mapping and mind mapping (shared but not collaborative)
http://mapul.com  Collaborative mind mapping with an organic flavour
http://touchgraph.com  URL mind maps for network visualisation
http://wikimindmap.org  Make mind maps from WikiMedia articles
http://webofweb.net  Collaborative mind mapping

Generic diagramming__________________
http://cumulatelabs.com/cumulatedraw  Collaborative diagramming – can draw mind maps and concept maps

http://imaginationcubed.com  Collaborative diagramming – can (just about) draw mind maps and concept maps

# 7
You should add 
MySchoolog.com
 too... Notefish (http://www.notefish.com/ ) is a great tool for collecting your web research and notetaking. Browser extension (that enables clipping) is available for both IE and Firefox.

# 10
No one has mentioned Gradefix? Its gotta be the best student web2.0 tool out there. http://www.gradefix.com 

# 31
Though del.icio.us is great, and I use it all the time, if the student happens to be science-oriented,(Connotea is a fantastic tool that was created by the Nature Publishing Group (publishers of Nature, etc.) specifically as a social bookmarking tool for scientists. And, unlike del.icio.us, it is set up to automatically retrieve bibliographic information from several recognized sites (PubMed, etc.). It’s far easier to take advantage of the knowledge of such a specialized community with a shared language, and collaborate far more easily. 

# 34
Hands down best student tool on the market today: Omni Outliner  I absolutely LOVE this application. Helps me organize papers before I write, do research, plan my busy life, track things to do. It's so simple, but powerful because you can use it for so many things and it just gets out of your way and lets you write and organize. Worth every penny.  (http://www.omnigroup.com/applications/omnioutliner )

# 35
Yahoo Answers and Answer U are okay but I think the best q & a site is Fluther.com ...definitely the most helpful and I've gotten great answers to my questions. Their link is 
http://www.fluther.com

# 36
Quick notes can be taken on 
http://www.greendoc.net
.

# 37
I can't believe everyone left of Studicious (http://stu.dicio.us/) They have a great collaborative note taking application that has an offline mode.

# 39
Don't forget 
mySportsplanner.com
. This is a free online scheduling for team sporting. More than 19.000 users!

# 40
I actually work for 
Questia Online Library
, and I believe that it should have been mentioned in your list. It combines several of the products listed above into one service. We cover over 6,000+ research topics and have over 1.5 million books, journals and articles. It is worth a review. 

# 43
you might want to add http://calgoo.com to your calendar list. its not an online program but rather a way of using various calendaring programs together and having both a local storage of information and information storage on google cal. been using it since it went beta and its been a very nice companion for my calendaring needs.

# 44
One more to Calculations: 
Coount
 - this is great Web App from Poland.

# 45
You might want to add Data360 to Office Replacements, Studying or Collaboration. It's a tool for finding statistics and time-series charts in a downloadable form; it also is a tool where groups of people can collaboratively study, analyze and build graphical presenations their large datasets. If you make your data public, having a platform site of your own name is free. 
See 
http://www.data360.org
 

# 46
I downloaded a cool app. It's voice search of the internet. You can speak to your computer and make searches without touching your keyboard. 
http://www.tazti.com.
 Including Myspace, Wikipedia, YouTube, Flicker, Google and others... It really works and it's FREE!! the right price for me.

# 48

http://cueflash.com
 is a great flashcard web based app that adapts to you. Forgot to mention http://shvoong.com  which is a great tool for students. 

# 50
We have built a free online outliner that is geared towards collaborative work. I teach in a school here in India and have got many students to start doing their project work using this tool. They can invite their guides, teachers or friends to join in and work together on their projects. LooseStitch allows importing OPML files and also exporting to various formats once the project is complete. http://www.loosestitch.com 
# 51
Another very versatile program I've used for flash cards, research notes, personal contacts, song lyrics, recipes and all kinds of stuff ... 
AZZ Cardfile

#54
As regards the "studying" category, as well as others, there is an educational public service website Study Guides and Strategies http://www.studygs.net  that is dedicated to helping students with over 120 topics divided into 15 categories and translated into 32 languages. And no advertising or distracting features to lead you astray!

